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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Service Sunday 3rd April 2022; Lent 5C 

Service Transcript 

Ed. 03.04.22 

 

Introduction and Prayer 

Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 
from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

 

On this 5th Sunday of Lent, we continue our journey with Jesus toward Jerusalem.  Today we 

go to the village of Bethany, not far from Jerusalem, and also into John’s Gospel.  Six days 

before the Passover we find ourselves at dinner in the home of Lazarus, whom Jesus had 

raised from the dead. 

 
Our God is a God of love, love that we all can share in our actions towards others.  We see 

this love in the act of the woman in our Gospel reading, an action not readily understood by 

those around her, for overwhelming love is, indeed, overwhelming. 

 

First, in a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, 

and know the presence of God among us. 
 

Pause: 

 

Almighty God, 

as we journey through Lent, help us to understand more deeply the riches of our lives, 

opening ourselves to serve you and others.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Call to Worship: 

The Lord has done great things for us, so let us rejoice in him.   Let us worship God: 

 

Hymn 449 Rejoice! The Lord is King 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Almighty God, 

when darkness spread across the world, you were there – 

there in the velvet darkness of the night, 

in the hope of life deep beneath the waters, 

in the snug warmth of nurturing soil. 

 
When light began to carve a trail through the sky, you were there – 

there in the cold light of the moon, 

in universes far beyond our greatest imagining, 

there in the rhythm of the seasons. 

When darkness and light were woven together, you were there. 

 

Today, here and now, your presence is with us, around us, and within us, 
for you are the God in whom we live and move and have our being. 

Yet we do not always recognise you, 

for we are too easily blinded by apathy and self-interest, 

deafened by the sounds of this world, 

attracted by seductive voices who care not for us, 

and scrabbling about to pick up the pieces of our broken dreams and shattered hopes. 
In vain we search for a salve to remedy our ills, 

looking in all the wrong places, in the dark corners of our world. 

We go round in circles, becoming more confused, 

spinning away from the centre that is you. 
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Today, we pray that you may lead us again to firmer ground; 
to find again the awe we experienced when first we discovered you, 

when the proverbial light came on; 

when your grace flooded our darkness with light. 

 

Remove our sense of unworthiness: 

fill us, instead, with the sense of well-being  
that comes from knowing that we are loved by you, 

and knowing that you have placed your trust in us. 

 

And with that trust, place your hand in our hands, 

and lead us beyond the comfortable to places that need to know your compassion.  

For this is what your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, has called us to do. 

We bring our prayers in his name and in his words: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings: Maureen is going to read for us: 

1st Reading: 

Isaiah 43:16-21; NRSVA 
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, 

a path in the mighty waters, 

who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

Do not remember the former things, 
or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honour me, the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 

the people whom I formed for myself 

so that they might declare my praise. 

 

2nd. Reading: 

Philippians 3: 4b – 14: 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 

as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 

the law, blameless. 

 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  More than 

that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in 

order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
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sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead. 

Pressing towards the Goal 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Beloved, I do not consider that 

I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Amen 

 

2 Hymn 694 Brother, sister, let me serve you 

 

Gospel Reading: John 12: 1-8: Mary Anoints Jesus 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead.  There they gave a dinner for him.  Martha served, and Lazarus was 

one of those at the table with him.  Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, 

anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair.  The house was filled with the fragrance 

of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray 

him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to 

the poor?’  (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 
kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. 

She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.  You always have the poor 

with you, but you do not always have me.’ 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Message:  

Our readings throughout Lent bring us face to face with what Lent is all about.  We are trying 
to prepare ourselves for Good Friday and Easter.  The start of Lent, and the story of his 

testing in the wilderness, showed us Jesus accepting his calling, and everything that meant.  

Now in our Gospel reading John shows us that some of the people around Jesus are beginning 

to understand where the road to Jerusalem is really leading. 

 

The previous chapter of John tells us of Mary’s distress because Jesus had not come to their 
house in Bethany before her brother Lazarus had died, and how Jesus raised Lazarus to life, 

and we saw how that incident angered the Jewish religious establishment. 

 

Now Jesus is dining at the home of Lazarus and Martha and Mary.  Martha is serving, and 

Mary is at Jesus’ feet.  It must have been a happy occasion, even though, for those with eyes 

to see, the clouds were darkening around Jesus in those last few days of his earthly life.  
Perhaps Mary was one of the few who sensed this, or maybe she was still carried away in love 

and gratitude that Jesus should have restored her brother to life, for her heart overflowed in 

love.  She took a pound of very costly spikenard ointment, almost certainly her most precious 

possession, and used it to anoint Jesus’ feet, readily accessible to her because Jesus and the 

others would be reclining, rather than sitting, at a low table.  Even before Judas’s sour, 

calculating remark about the value and the waste, first-century readers would know its worth 

– estimated at a year’s salary for a labourer at that time. 
 

Here is one of the places where Jesus’s words have sometimes been taken out of context and 

used in a way not intended.  His statement: “You always have the poor with you” has been 

used as an excuse for not tackling poverty, and also as justification for building grand church 

buildings with expensive furnishings. 

 
There are plenty of examples of Jesus’s concern for the poor and marginalised, so we need to 

see this as a specific story, happening at a specific time, not a general piece of teaching 

about wealth.  When Jesus says, “Leave her alone!” perhaps he means exactly that: stop 

bullying her, and recognise her gift of love, as I do. 
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This is not a theoretical discussion of what we should do with wealth: it is a moment of 
speechless, wholehearted love from a woman whose devotion overrides her sense of 

propriety, the unselfconscious extravagance of Mary’s love for Jesus.  Maybe it was “over the 

top” – but brothers are not raised from the dead every day.  Mary wiped Jesus’ feet with her 

hair.  In Palestine no respectable woman would ever appear in public with her hair unbound.  

That was the sign of an immoral woman, but Mary never even thought of that. 

 
John tells us: 

“The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.” 

Many of John’s statements can have two meanings, and theologians have seen a double 

meaning here, for the whole Church has been filled with the sweet memory of Mary’s action.  

A lovely deed becomes the possession of the whole world and adds to the beauty of life in 

general something that time cannot take away. 

 
Lazarus, Martha and Mary, more than any others, have reason to know the power of Jesus, 

and to believe that death can have no hold on him.  They would be the last people to foresee 

his crucifixion, but Jesus clearly states that Mary’s anointing is for his burial. 

 

Mary’s act is a lovely, intimate moment set between other, brutal, sets of preparations for 

Jesus’s death: the Jews plotting to kill Jesus, and Judas preparing himself to betray him.  
John goes into detail about Mary’s hair, about the fragrance of the perfume, as though he 

wants us to feel the comfort she offers to Jesus.  Here, at last, is someone who accepts, and 

honours, what Jesus is soon to do, rather than denying or misunderstanding. 

 

There are no grey areas with John.  He gives us a stark choice between light and dark; no 

room for us to understand either Judas or the Jews. Judas has chosen the dark.  Maybe he 

could have justified his anger at Mary’s extravagance – after all, there had been many 
occasions when Jesus had emphasised the importance of caring for the poor, but John makes 

no excuses for him.  John shows us Judas steadily setting himself against Jesus.  We watch in 

horror at his disintegration: his devotion evaporates, then his loyalty, then his honesty 

towards the others – John tells us that he was a thief – then his honesty to himself, as we see 

here: saying one thing –telling himself that he means it – but really meaning something else, 

and, not long afterwards, his ability to choose good over evil leaks away as well..  We watch 
the downward slope start gently, but get steeper.  Mary shows us the way of self-giving.  

Judas shows us the way of self-destruction.  Both are costly, but in very different ways. 

 

Paul knew that choice too, and we might well compare Judas with Paul.  Step by step, Judas 

has set himself against Jesus.  Paul has allowed himself to be changed, to be made new, by 

God, and he knows how things might have been very different.  He gives an impressive list all 
the things that might easily have kept him from Christ – the claims of family, religion, status, 

personal choice – things he could have set down on the credit side of the balance, but when 

he met Christ, he wrote them off as nothing more than bad debts.  All human achievements, 

every human claim to honour, had to be laid aside in order that he might accept the free 

grace of Christ, and come in complete humility to accept the mercy of God in Jesus Christ. 

Paul wants to know Christ, not in the sense of any theoretical or theological knowledge.  To 

know Christ in the way that Paul advocates is to know him with such intimacy that in the end 
we are united with him as we are united with those whom we love on earth, and that, as we 

share their experiences, so we also share his. 

 

What comes through is Paul’s overwhelming sense of joy and privilege in knowing Christ.  But 

even this knowing is not about pride.  Paul knows that no goodness of his own, and no 

personal effort, has brought him to where he is.  From beginning to end it is the work of God 
in Jesus Christ.  In his letters Paul repeatedly emphasises God’s power to make new, to 

recreate, to justify. 
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What Paul recognises, what Mary recognises, what Judas cannot or will not recognise, is that 
the only way to be made new is through Christ, and that sharing in his way of life leads to 

resurrection.  Paul doesn’t mean that we are to take up suffering through piety, or as a 

discipline, or because it might be good for us, but because, whatever happens, we must not 

be parted from Christ.  If that means suffering and death along the way, that’s a small price 

to pay for the enormous privilege of belonging to him. 

 
The promise that, like Paul, we can let go of the past and be made new comes through also in 

our reading from Isaiah, where God reminds Israel that there are no dead ends with him, no 

situations beyond his creative power and resources.  The power of the God who brought 

Israel out of Egypt, despite all the forces of the Egyptian army, is the continuing power of 

God to create, and to re-create. 

 

In our Isaiah reading God says “I am about to do a new thing”.  The promise of newness and 
springing forth reminds us of the creation story in Genesis, reminds us again about the 

character of God; about the faithfulness of the God who will never give up, never abandon 

what he has made.  His power to create, and re-create, and raise from the dead is always at 

work.  We must be prepared to let go of old things, and look out for the ‘water in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert’. 

 
As we travel on through Lent towards Jerusalem and the cross, it is salutary to reflect on 

these three very different people that we met in our readings today, and to consider how they 

responded to Jesus.  We see the contrast between Mary and Judas, the one surprising us by 

her depth of devotion, and the other by his depth of deceit, and we see again the radical 

change that an encounter with the risen Christ brought about in Paul. 

 

Mary demonstrated her devotion to Jesus with her costly perfume, and the fragrance of that 
gesture drifts down to us through the ages.  Jesus validated Mary’s devotion by referring to 

his own approaching death – that same death that became so much part of Paul’s thinking 

that he dedicated his life to spreading in every place what he called the fragrance that comes 

from knowing Christ.  (2 Cor. 2:14). 

 

At this stage of Lent, maybe we should ask ourselves whether we contribute to that 
fragrance. 

 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria. 

 

Hymn 405 We sing the praise of him who died 

 
Choir: Hy 549 How deep the Father’s love for us. 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us. 

With these our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be, 

praying that our church, and our mission, 

may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life.  Amen. 
 

Today I am using prayers from the Church of Scotland Website, firstly, on the Pandemic, a 

prayer released by the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Lord 

Wallace, on the second anniversary of the announcement of the first lockdown.  Maybe you 

have already used it.  For Ukraine, I am using a prayer produced by The Scottish Church 

Leaders Forum in response to the invasion.  They stand in solidarity with all those who face 
the perils of war and the fear that ensues when the bonds of peace are broken. 

 

We use the familiar responses: 

L: Lord, in your mercy; All: Hear our prayer 



6 

 
Let us pray: 
Gracious God, 

Through your Son who, even now, prays for us, 

hear us, as we cast our memory back 

and remember the first announcement of Lockdown. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
 

Living God, we call to you through your Son who, even now, prays for us. 

Hear us, as we recall all we have endured as a Nation 

in the years that have passed since then. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 
Living God, we call to you through your Son who, even now, prays for us. 

Hear us, as we stand in the dark shadows 

with all who have suffered the deepest loss. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 
Living God, we call to you through your Son who, even now, prays for us. 

Hear us, as we give thanks for all who have sustained us by their service: 

nurses and carers; doctors and researchers; delivery drivers and vaccinators. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, we call to you through your Son who, even now, prays for us. 
Hear us and grant to us light, that we may journey into the days that lie ahead 

in the sure knowledge that, come what may, you are always with us. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, Creator and giver of life to all people: 
we ask that you would hear our prayer for peace amongst the nations, 

and for ending of conflict in Ukraine. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, who shall judge between the nations: 
we ask that that you would lead the nations in the paths of peace, 

and that the dividing wall of hostility would be broken down. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, 

Who has inspired faith across the ages: 
grant peace in the midst of war and bring harmony to the commonwealth of nations. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, 

You gave your only Son that we might have life. 
We ask that you will pour out your Holy Spirit 

and inspire in us hope that peace will be renewed. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 
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In a moment of silence we bring to you those concerns that lie most heavily upon us today. 
Pause 

 

All our prayers we bring in the name of Jesus. 

L: Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 
Light-hearted Tailpiece: 

Somebody said that the actions of Mary in today’s Gospel Reading is ‘A Sermon we can see’ 

There is a poem by Edgar Guest called Sermons We See.  It was written before the time of 

‘political correctness’: 

 

I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day;  

I'd rather one should walk with me, than merely tell the way.  
The eye's a better pupil and more willing than the ear,  

Fine counsel is confusing, but example's always clear;  

And the best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds,  

For to see good put in action is what everybody needs. 

 

I soon can learn to do it if you'll let me see it done;  
I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast may run.  

And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true,  

But I'd rather get my lessons by observing what you do;  

For I might misunderstand you and the high advice you give,  

But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 

 

When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind.  
When a weaker brother stumbles, and a strong man stays behind  

Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grows strong in me  

To become as big and thoughtful as I know that friend to be.  

And all travellers can witness that the best of guides today  

Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shows the way. 

 
One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold;  

One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told.  

Who stands with men of honour learns to hold his honour dear,  

For right living speaks a language which to everyone is clear.  

Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say,  

I'd rather see a sermon than hear one, any day. 
 

Hy 191 Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you 

 

Blessing 

Christ Jesus has made you his own.  

Forget what lies behind and strain forward to what lies ahead. 

Press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you, now and always. Amen. 

 

Doxology: Hy 786 (Tune: Ae Fond Kiss) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 


